GENERAL X-RAY PATIENT INFORMATION

An x-ray involves exposing a part of the body to a
small dose of ionising radiation in order to produce
an image of the inside of the body. X-rays are a very
useful tool in diagnosing and treating medical
conditions.

obtain the requested x-ray images. You will be
required to stay still while the x-ray image is taken.
You may then be repositioned several times and the
process repeated in order to obtain all the
x-ray views requested. The radiographer will then
review all the images taken and once all satisfactory
images are obtained your examination is complete.

What preparation is involved?

How long will the examination take?

No preparation is involved for a general x-ray.

The x-rays will usually take 5-30 minutes, depending
on how many different views / images your doctor
has requested.

What is an X-ray?

Can I take my medications as normal?
You can take all your medications as normal.
What will happen during the examination?
You may be asked to remove some or all of your
clothing and to put on a hospital gown for the x-ray,
depending on the part of your body being x-rayed.
You may also be asked to remove jewellery or any
metal objects as these can interfere with the x-ray.
The radiographer will then position you in order to

Are there any risks?
When having an x-ray you will receive a small dose of
x-ray radiation. The potential benefits of diagnosing
a medical condition are believed to be greater than
the risks from receiving a small dose of x-ray
radiation.
Before your x-ray please let the Radiographer
know if you are, or think you may be pregnant.
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What happens after the examination?
After the examination is complete a radiologist will
review the images taken and produce a report. This
report and a copy of the images taken will then be
forwarded to the doctor who referred you for the
examination.
Who can I contact if I am not sure about something?
If you have any questions at all, please do not
hesitate to contact our reception staff on 8275 1906
during business hours, and they will assist with your
questions, or direct you to the most appropriate staff
member to assist you.
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